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Women In Government (WIG) hosts its largest conference, the annual State Directors’ Conference, 
each January.  The State Directors come together at the Annual State Directors' Conference to set 
policy priorities for the upcoming year.   

The State Directors Program was designed to provide a link between legislators and the national 
Women In Government headquarters in Washington, D.C.  With respect to programs, the State 
Directors identify the development of key issues, help set symposia in their respective cities, and 
help identify potential funders.  In addition to assisting with program topics, the State Directors 
disseminate Women In Government information to fellow legislators and assist in recruiting new 
members. 

This year, WIG hosted our 16th Annual State Directors’ Conference bringing together over 80 women 
state legislators for the largest meeting in the organization’s history.  The Conference was held in 
Dana Point, California, on January 7-9, 2010 and included representatives from 38 states. The 16th 
Annual State Directors’ Conference was sponsored by 18 corporate and foundation sponsors from a 
variety of industries. 
 
Over 130 participants total were at the Conference.  During the first evening’s dinner, the 2010 
Board of Directors and the new State Directors in attendance were sworn into office.  Since 2009, 
WIG has increased its State Directors membership from 84 to 188, with a completely bipartisan 
composition of 95 Democrats and 93 Republicans. 
 
The 16th Annual State Directors’ Conference engaged participants in discussions and strategic planning on 
the issues that would be addressed in the coming year.  Many legislators expressed excitement to 
implement what they learned in their home states for the upcoming session.   
 
Presentations framed important discussions on: 

• Redistricting; 
• State budgets; 
• Balanced energy portfolios; 
• Healthcare reform;  
• Leadership in state legislatures; 
• Negotiation skills; and 
• Media training. 

 
Legislators also had time to meet with other State Directors from their region in smaller breakout 
sessions.  During these sessions, the legislators discussed the most important issues facing their 
region and began to set the policy priorities and agendas for their 2010 Regional Conferences. 
 
This conference not only energized our legislators and helped to cultivate them to reach leadership 
roles, it also continued to strengthen WIG’s reputation for advancing effective policy across the 
country.
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Leadership in State Legislatures 
 
Jo Anne Davidson  
Former Speaker of the House  
Ohio State Legislature 
 
Senator Sharon Weston Broome 
President Pro Tempore  
Louisiana State Legislature 
 
In the United States, women account for about 24 percent of state legislators or approximately 1,800 
women for 7,400 seats in state legislatures.  This ranks the United States 68 of 134 nations 
worldwide.  In addition, minority women face a unique challenge in state legislatures as they 
represent a small percentage of women state legislators as a whole.  Women currently hold only 56 
leadership positions in state legislatures across the country.     
 
The goal of effective leadership is the desire to make a positive impact in the lives of those served.  
The keys to rising to a leadership position include empowering others, being a good listener, stop 
viewing colleagues as a “D” or an “R,” building diverse partnerships and maintaining focus on 
purpose and vision.  Women face a unique challenge in their rise to leadership and in their role as 
leaders.  However, women also have a unique opportunity to effect positive change as leaders in 
state legislatures. 
 
Question and Answer 
 
Q: How can one get through the “good old boys” network? How do you take care of your family’s 
needs and still break through barriers into leadership? 

D: It’s a decision you make for yourself; figure out a way to find other opportunities to get people together for 
dinner, etc., but not make it a late night. 
B: I agree. It can happen without going out late at night and socializing, but it’s also a good idea to have 
allies who do go out at night. 
 

Q: Why is it difficult to motivate women to encourage other women to run for office or get 
involved? 

B: This is an on-going issue. Our culture is still making changes to see women as leaders. Take this dialogue 
home and discuss with other women. 
D: Yes, we have a special obligation to recruit other women and help them. 
 

Q: Are there ways to speed up the process? 
D: Yes, try both formal and informal leadership training. 
B: Expose other women to openings and appointments to boards and other community or leadership positions. 
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State Budgets in Crisis  
 
Iris Lav, MBA  
Senior Advisor 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
 
During recessions state tax revenues decline sharply; in addition Medicaid enrollment is currently 
rising.  Forty-eight states are currently facing budget shortfalls, and 40 states have a fiscal year 2010 
mid-year gap.  As a whole, states are currently missing more than $1 in every $4 needed to maintain 
services.  Even with federal stimulus money large budget gaps remain for states.  A balanced 
approach to facing these deficits is key in solving state budget problems.   
 
Prioritization of cuts is important, as across the board reductions can be problematic.  States need to 
find ways to promote efficiency in the current systems; budget cuts should be used to increase 
operating efficiency; audits of current budgets and programs should be done to see what is and what 
is not working.  Reserve funds should be used responsibly; they are meant to be drawn during a 
recession, but a solid plan needs to be in place before funds are used.  Scrutiny of tax expenditures is 
important.  States should be looking at both tax expenditures as well as on-budget figures when 
making cuts.  Better collection of taxes should be implemented; tax statutes should be enforced.  
Tax increases are another tool that can be used; 11 states have raised revenues by more that five 
percent and increases may be temporary.  Lastly, budget processes should be changed and made 
more transparent, independent revenue forecasting should be done, and “rainy day” funds should be 
increased. 
 
Question and Answer 
 
Q: With the federal budget deficit, what kind of impact/legacy will we be passing on to future 
generations if we take federal stimulus or other funds?  

L: No question the federal deficit is a long-term problem, but the stimulus money isn’t part of that and 
doesn’t have a long-term impact. 
 

Q: What tools will help us expose hidden tax expenditures related to corporate tax credits and have 
more transparency in what tax credits exist and whether they have actually been effective in creating 
economic development?  

L: Most tax expenditures are subsidies and may not be effective in meeting economic development goals. 
Legislation with tax credits should also include reporting and auditing requirements so that the effectiveness of 
credits can be measured. 
 

Q: Has there been any influence on the tax increases from the Tea Party Movement? 
L: There’s been a lot of noise, but we haven’t seen a lot of influence. Most people care about public services 
and understand that there are trade-offs. 
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Negotiation Skills – Getting to Yes 
 
Thomas Little, PhD  
Director of Curriculum Development and Research 
State Legislative Leaders Foundation 
 
Negotiation is an important tool for legislators while trying to affect legislation in their states.  It is 
important to remember that the obvious solution may not be the only or best option.  Many times 
negotiation requires thinking outside the box and thinking about interests rather than positions.  It is 
important to be well prepared and know as much about the “other side” as possible; when 
negotiating you must know what it is that the other side wants to achieve in order to get to an 
agreement that works for both parties involved.  There are many tools that can be used when 
negotiating position: persuasion, agenda, power of the convener, information, and the power of the 
purse.  These may not all be used in one negotiation but a combination of these tools can lead to a 
successful outcome.  It is also important to remember that everyone does not want or need the same 
thing, and therefore what is valued in a negotiation may vary drastically between parties.  It is not 
always possible to make everyone happy, but if it is not tried it will never happen. 
 
Healthcare Delivery for the Future 
 
Terry McInnis, MD, MPH 
Co-Chair  
Center for Public Payer Implementation  
The Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative 
 
Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH) is a comprehensive approach to primary care for patients 
and coordinated care throughout the system.  Centered on primary care, it reduces costs and 
improves quality.  The PCMH encourages the use of primary and preventative care for patients 
which moves away from the current model of acute episodic care.  The Patient Centered Primary 
Care Collaborative is a coalition of over 650 employers, consumer groups, health plans, unions, 
organizations representing primary care physicians, government, and other stakeholders.  The 
Collaborative works to advance the PCMH and believes that it will improve the health of patients 
and the health care delivery system while also reducing costs.  Recent studies estimate that PCMH 
could drop national health care expenditures by 5.6 percent if every American had access, which 
amounts to a savings in the trillions of dollars.  Studies have also shown substantial improvement 
when patients have access to medical homes, even helping reduce racial and ethnic disparities.  The 
PCMH model has been put into use in North Carolina with savings estimated at over $240 million 
from benchmark.  State legislators are key in leading state government, as a large payer of healthcare 
costs, in this delivery system.   
 
Question and Answer 
 
Q: Will medical homes help with prescription drug addictions? 

M: Yes, it should help because it’s better integrated than the system we have now, and it allows for better 
tracking of a patient’s prescriptions and usage. 
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Q: Could we promote general practice doctors and medical homes through policies at medical 
schools in our states? 

M: Yes, the primary care force is dwindling because the existing insurance payments and system create 
incentives for students to specialize rather than work as primary care physicians. 

 
Creating Consensus: A New Role for Legislators 
 
Christine Carlson, JD  
Senior Advisor 
Policy Consensus Initiative 
 
There are two tracks in democratic decision making: traditional and informal.  Traditional involves 
formal debate, and decisions are made using a majority vote.  Informal decision making involves 
negotiation and compromise, and consensus is used to reach a decision.  To avoid disagreement and 
reach a decision, legislators can be proactive or reactive.  When taking a proactive approach on a 
contentious issue, discussions start by trying to build a consensus between stakeholders so that 
future problems can be mitigated.  However, it is inevitable that conflict will occur.  When this 
happens, it is important to fight to overcome differences through trust-based negotiation which 
hopefully leads to collaboration so that the group can work together. 
 
A person designated as a convener is important in consensus building.  This person is ideally 
interested in working towards a solution but does not dictate the solution.  It is important that when 
convening it is an inclusive situation, meetings occur at a neutral place, there is impartiality, and that 
things keep moving.  Finally, when convening there should always be an outcome. 
 
Question and Answer 
 
Q: How do you control negative, dominating voices so that you can move forward? 

C: Have a good facilitator, whether it’s you or someone else. Set ground rules on the process and get 
participant buy-in on the process. 
 

Q: On controversial topics, when convening a group of stakeholders hasn’t worked and you still 
can’t get resolution, what do you do? 

C: It doesn’t always work, but it can be helpful in starting a dialogue. 
 
Redistricting 
 
Justin Levitt, JD, MPA 
Counsel  
Brennan Center for Justice 
New York University School of Law 
 
The Brennan Center is a think tank, advocacy group, and law firm based at New York University, 
which studies redistricting practices and reform initiatives, presents testimony before decision 
makers, consults for advocates, and provides publications on redistricting.  On April 1, 2011 states 
will receive redistricting data based on the 2010 census figures, and by the end of session in 2011 or 
early 2012 most redistricting will be complete.  In most states the legislature has primary control of 
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drawing the district lines.  If the legislature or other entities are unable to draw district lines then 
ultimately courts decide.  In the last cycle courts drew legislative districts in seven states and drew 
nine congressional districts.  Federal protections require equal population in the districts, “one 
person, one vote.”  The Voting Rights Act also must be taken into account so that minority votes 
are not diluted.  The principles for effective redistricting include: meaningful transparency, 
meaningful independence, meaningful diversity, and meaningful guidance. 
 
Meaningful transparency includes multiple opportunities for the public to have input in the process, 
data and tools to facilitate response, and an explanation from the redistricting body.  Redistricting 
bodies should invite input about communities.  Meaningful independence relates to the autonomy of 
those redistricting; personal and political biases cannot be included.  This is not the same as taking 
politics out of redistricting.  Legislatures still have a role in selecting those who draw the lines as well 
as reviewing the lines after they are drawn.  Meaningful diversity means that those who draw the 
lines should reflect the state as a whole and the redistricting body should be a sufficient size to 
include a diverse membership.  Lastly, meaningful guidance involves setting criteria that reflects 
basic goals while allowing enough flexibility to take into account local exceptions. 

 
Question and Answer 
 
Q: The census refuses to allow statistical correction of population. Any hope of overturning that 

rule? 
L: Two big cases leave it up to the census to determine; this one won’t likely include it for redistricting 
purposes. 
 

Q: How quickly do you have to have an election after the census occurs?  
L: There’s no real guideline. Districts can’t be over- or under-populated, but the time limit hasn’t ever been 
clarified. Most try to redistrict within the first legislative cycle after a census.  
 

Q: Who do we count in the census? Registered voters or whole population? 
L: The census counts every person residing in a congressional district; for state districts, though, the Supreme 
Court says that if a state or local government has a good enough reason to limit that, it may be okay. 
 

Q:  One way to alleviate the concerns with accurate representation of population in a district is to 
include prisoners in the census for their home districts, not the district in which they’re imprisoned. 
 
Successful Campaign Tactics 
 
Lewis Mazanti, MA 
Curator and Archivist  
Political Communication Center 
The University of Oklahoma 
 
A political campaign involves the actions a candidate takes to win an election; these tactics may 
include polling and advertising.  Benchmark polling is used to match opponents, develop a 
candidate’s theme, adjust image, and adjust communication style.  The legitimate use of polling is to 
supply information; poll questions should not be designed to influence respondents or provide 
misleading data.  
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Political campaign advertising can serve different purposes including encouraging voters to vote for 
you (positive ad), encouraging voters not to vote for your opponent (negative ad), encouraging 
voters not to believe attacks made on you (response ad), or any combination of these.  Positive ads 
are a good way to increase a candidate’s name recognition and create a positive association between 
the candidate and voters.  Negative ads are used to question an opponent’s fitness for office.  
Negative ads do work if they are deemed as credible by the viewer.  However, they may also cause a 
backlash if they are viewed as unethical or incredible.  Negative ads cannot be false, deceptive or 
misleading.  If a candidate is attacked with a negative ad, they should respond as soon as possible 
and attack the message and the attacker’s credibility.  Negative ads should not be used in the final 
days and hours of a campaign as they can be seen as desperate.  Polling and advertisements, both 
positive and negative, play a role in political campaigns, but these tools should be used carefully to 
convey the correct message. 
 
Question and Answer 
 
Q: Who do last minute negative ads usually affect and do they really make a difference? 

M: These kinds of ads are usually aimed at swing voters. 
 

Q: How does early voting affect ads? 
M: It means that you should gather information as early as you can, and get as much as you can. Identify the 
vulnerabilities of the opponent and get that info out as soon as you can. 

 
A Balanced Energy Approach for States 
 
Lewis Milford, JD 
President 
Clean Energy Group 
 
Megan Bloomgren 
Executive Director of Strategy 
United States Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for 21st Century Energy 
 
The energy landscape in the US is changing, due to a variety of policy and economic circumstances, 
including the impact of potential federal energy legislation. Many states have already begun to adopt 
renewable portfolio standards and provide incentives for economic development through energy 
investments, but when adopted, federal energy legislation will require states to create and implement 
an energy strategy. Implementing new federal energy requirements may include:  renewable energy 
portfolio standards and some combination of energy efficiency investments, coal, nuclear or oil and 
natural gas; revision of regulatory process and siting/permitting rules; modernizing infrastructure; 
and other investments. As a result, states will need to implement strategic models (project 
development; investment; industry investment; R&D; or combination of approaches) to take 
advantage of federal funding assistance and public-private partnerships, identify state funding and 
investment, and administer adopted energy strategies. 
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Media Pitfalls and Opportunities 
 
Mimi Bliss  
Founder and Owner 
Bliss Communications 

 
A legislator’s role as a spokesperson is to be a reliable, credible, and accessible source of 
information.  In this role scrutiny is often faced, and it is important to think before speaking, as 
words can be archived on the Internet.  When working with the media always take a few minutes to 
prepare, do not go off the cuff, establish procedures for handling media calls, designate a staff 
person as the media contact, and build relationships with reporters.   
 
Interviews with reporters are an important way for legislators to share their message but can also be 
dangerous if the interviewee is not adequately prepared.  When conducting an interview do not 
repeat negative messages, speculate or speak for others, or say “no comment.”  It is important to 
prepare, tell the truth, be concise, focus on solutions, and bridge to your message.  When 
interviewing on television it is important to look at the interviewer and not the camera, sit or stand 
straight up, and always assume that the camera and microphone are turned on. 
 
Question and Answer 
 
Q: How should one handle one-line misquotes after spending significant time talking to a journalist? 

B: Ask yourself if it’s a serious enough misquote to warrant requesting a correction. If it is a persistent 
problem, particularly with the same journalist, call the reporter and ask about your concerns and how best to 
work with that reporter. You may even need to call the editor if the reporter doesn’t work with you. But never 
get mad. You may also want to re-cap your points with the reporter at the end of the interview and ask if you 
can have the quotes read back to you, then send a follow-up email with your major points. 

 
Healthcare Reform in the States 
 
Herb Schultz, MPP 
Senior Advisor to the Governor 
Office of the Governor 
State of California 
 
Federal healthcare reform will bring many changes to the states, as it may likely require states to 
address: universal coverage; cost containment and affordability; coverage expansion; individual 
mandates; and regulations regarding denial of coverage for pre-existing conditions. In California and 
many other states, this is not seen as a partisan issue. Rather, it raises challenges regarding unfunded 
federal mandates on states and potential costs to states, and states cannot divorce healthcare reform 
from discussions of and decisions regarding the state budget.  
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Question and Answer 
 
Q: What are your thoughts on the lawsuits claiming federal healthcare reform is illegal or 
unconstitutional?  

S: If you look at other major healthcare reforms over the years, they also included individual mandates, so I 
think this is just politics. 
 

Q: Given the current economy, to add additional costs to the states is problematic, especially since 
states will have to take the money from other programs. 

S: Yes, this could be a particularly difficult scenario for states that have constitutional requirements to balance 
their budget. 
 

Q:  Hawaii was written out of the federal bill because it already has coverage, but the federal bill 
could still create adverse impacts on Medicare.  What is going to happen to Medicare coverage? 

S: There’s not a lot of money. This bill makes huge changes to Medicare, but clarifying legislation should 
reverse some of these adverse changes. 

 
The Value of Mentors and Mentoring 
 
Representative Laura Hall 
Alabama State Legislature 
  
Many legislators believe that the presence of a strong mentor positively impacted them in their 
legislative career and their work-life balance.  A mentor is there both to help you avoid common 
pitfalls and to challenge you to rise to the occasion when given the opportunity.  Mentors can 
provide the support needed when competing stakeholders lead to difficult decision-making, and can 
be the sounding board for floating new ideas.  Mentors can cheer you on and give you constructive 
criticism – both of which are needed to grow in your legislative career.   For those of you who have 
enjoyed a mentor in your life, you should not only thank that person, but also become a mentor for 
someone else.  
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Thursday, January 7, 2010  
 
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm Welcome Reception 

Location: The Terrace Salon and Balcony  
   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Dinner 

Location: The Terrace Salon and Balcony 
 

7:00 pm – 7:10 pm Welcoming Remarks 
     

Mary Brooks Beatty 
    President 

Women In Government 
 

7:10 pm – 7:15 pm  Honoring Outgoing Board Chair Representative Mary Sue 
McClurkin 

 
 Senator Katie Dorsett 
 North Carolina State Legislature  
 
7:15 pm – 7:20 pm  Honoring Outgoing Board Members 
 
 Senator Katie Dorsett 
 North Carolina State Legislature  
 
7:20 pm – 7:25 pm Swearing In of 2010 Board of Directors 
 
 Senator Karen Morgan 
 Utah State Legislature 
 
7:25 pm – 7:35 pm Swearing In of State Directors 
 
 Representative Kimberley Rosen 
 Maine State Legislature 

Agenda 

16th Annual State Directors’ Conference 
2010 Forecast and Leadership Series 
 
January 7 - 9, 2010 
The Ritz-Carlton, Laguna Niguel 
Dana Point, CA 
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   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Friday, January 8, 2010 
 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Breakfast   

Location: The Terrace Salon and Balcony 
   ____________________________________________________________ 

 
General Session Location: Salon 1 - 3 

 
9:05 am – 9:50 am Leadership in State Legislatures 
   Facilitated by: Representative Mary Sue McClurkin 
     Immediate Past Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Alabama State Legislature 
 

Jo Ann Davidson  
Former Speaker of the House  
Ohio State Legislature 
 
Senator Sharon Weston Broome  
President Pro Tempore 
Louisiana State Legislature 
 
This segment will feature women who serve in a leadership role in their state 
legislature.  Hear about their professional and personal experiences on the 
path to power. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
9:50 am – 10:35 am State Budgets in Crisis  

Facilitated by: Senator Katie Dorsett 
     Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     North Carolina State Legislature 

 
Iris Lav, MBA  
Senior Advisor 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
 
Learn how states across the nation are dealing with shrinking budgets and a 
troubled economy, and what a “balanced approach” to closing deficits might 
be.  Looking ahead, consider what challenges and pitfalls may develop as the 
economy recovers and how potential problems might be mitigated.  Federal 
action and/or failure to act to assist states will also be discussed. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes  

   ____________________________________________________________ 
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10:35 am – 10:50 am  Break 
   ____________________________________________________________  
 
10:50 am – 11:20 am Negotiation Skills – Getting to Yes 

Facilitated by: Representative Kimberley Rosen 
     Vice-Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Maine State Legislature 

 
Thomas Little, PhD  
Director of Curriculum Development and Research 
State Legislative Leaders Foundation 
 
Learn strategies and tactics to improve your skills in advancing legislation and 
policy with fellow state legislators, including those across the aisle, as well as 
other stakeholders. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________  
 
11:20 am – 11:55 am Healthcare Delivery for the Future 

Facilitated by: Representative Terri Austin 
     Secretary, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Indiana State Legislature 
 
   Terry McInnis, MD, MPH 

Co-Chair  
Center for Public Payer Implementation  
The Patient-Centered Primary Care Collaborative 
 
This segment will describe Medical Homes, Accountable Care Organizations, 
and Health Homes- what they are, whether they really reduce cost and 
improve quality, and how states are leading transformation. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________  
 
11:55 am – 12:55 pm Networking Lunch 

Location: Monarch Bay Courtyard  
   ____________________________________________________________  
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General Session Location: Salon 1 - 3 
 
1:00 pm – 1:30 pm Creating Consensus: A New Role for Legislators 

Facilitated by: Representative Barbara Marumoto 
     Treasurer, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Hawaii State Legislature 

 
Christine Carlson, JD  
Senior Advisor 
Policy Consensus Initiative 
 
In response to the present challenges facing states and their communities, a 
new role is emerging for legislators – as conveners of consensus-based 
problem solving processes. In short, legislators are learning that leadership is 
often about engaging people to work together to get problems solved. This 
session will highlight how legislators can play this role most effectively. 
 

   Q & A – 10 minutes   
   ____________________________________________________________  
 
1:30 pm – 2:15 pm Redistricting 

Facilitated by: Senator Nan Orrock 
     Member at Large, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Georgia State Legislature 
 
   Justin Levitt, JD, MPA 
   Counsel  

Brennan Center for Justice 
New York University School of Law 
 
Learn why a bi-partisan approach to redistricting in your state may better 

 serve your constituents and your campaign efforts. 
 

   Q & A – 10 minutes  
   ____________________________________________________________ 
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2:15 pm – 3:00 pm Successful Campaign Tactics 
Facilitated by: Senator Bettye Davis 

     Member at Large, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Alaska State Legislature 
 

Lewis Mazanti, MA 
Curator and Archivist  
Political Communication Center 
The University of Oklahoma 
 
This program will briefly review the role of television advertising in a political 
campaign and outline the common uses of polling information and negative 
ads.  A fifteen-minute video presentation of negative advertisements selected 
from the Julian P. Kanter Political Commercial Archive will be shown to 
stimulate the discussion and to illustrate many of the topics presented, 
including the use of humor, defensive attacks, and what might be fair or 
unfair.   
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________   
 
3:00 pm – 3:05 pm Wrap Up & Adjourn 
 

Mary Brooks Beatty 
President 
Women In Government 

   ____________________________________________________________   
 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Networking Reception 

Location: The Ritz-Carlton Ballroom 
   ____________________________________________________________   
 
6:30 pm  Meet in Hotel Lobby to Depart for Offsite Dinner 
   ____________________________________________________________   
 
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm Offsite Dinner at Rancho Las Lomas 
   ____________________________________________________________   
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Saturday, January 9, 2010 
 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Breakfast 

Location: Salon 4 
   ____________________________________________________________   
 
9:00 am – 9:45 am Regional Breakout Sessions  

 
Eastern Breakout Session 
Location: Pavilion 3 
Facilitated by: Delegate Joseline Pena-Melnyk 
  Regional Director, Women In Government Board of Directors 
  Maryland State Legislature 
 
Midwestern Breakout Session 
Location: Salon 5 
Facilitated by: Representative Patricia Bellock 
  Regional Director, Women In Government Board of Directors 
  Illinois State Legislature 
 
Southern Breakout Session 
Location: Salon 6 
Facilitated by: Representative Joan Brady 
  Regional Director, Women In Government Board of Directors 
  South Carolina State Legislature 
 
Western Breakout Session 
Location: Promenade 
Facilitated by: Assemblymember Fiona Ma 
  Regional Director, Women In Government Board of Directors 
  California State Legislature 

   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
General Session Location: Salon 1 - 3 

 
9:50 am – 10:20 am A Balanced Energy Approach for States 

Facilitated by: Representative Mary Sue McClurkin 
     Immediate Past Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Alabama State Legislature 

 
Lewis Milford, JD 
President 
Clean Energy Group 
 
Megan Bloomgren 
Executive Director of Strategy 
United States Chamber of Commerce’s Institute for 21st Century Energy 
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This segment will highlight why alternative sources of energy should be 
examined and how federal energy legislation will impact the states. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________   
 
10:20 am – 10:50 am Media Pitfalls and Opportunities 

Facilitated by: Senator Katie Dorsett 
     Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     North Carolina State Legislature 

 
Mimi Bliss  
Founder and Owner 
Bliss Communications 
 
Learn how to work effectively with reporters, reduce the chances of being 
misquoted or taken out-of-context, and get your desired “sound bites” in 
news stories. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________   
 
10:50 am – 11:20 am Healthcare Reform in the States 

Facilitated by: Representative Kimberley Rosen 
     Vice-Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Maine State Legislature 
 
   Herb Schultz, MPP 
   Senior Advisor to the Governor 

Office of the Governor 
State of California 

 
Learn what state governors and legislators are planning to do with regard to 
the passage of health care reform.  The issue of state vs. federal rights will 
also be addressed. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________    
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11:20 am – 12:05 pm The Value of Mentors and Mentoring 
Facilitated by: Representative Kathy Hawken 

     Member at Large, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     North Dakota State Legislature 

 
Representative Laura Hall 
Alabama State Legislature 

  
Hear from the mentor and mentee how the value of mentorship can greatly 

 enhance your political career. 
 

   Q & A – 10 minutes 
   ____________________________________________________________     
 
12:05 pm – 12:10 pm Closing Remarks and Adjourn 
 
   Mary Brooks Beatty 
   President 

Women In Government 
   ____________________________________________________________     
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* - Indicates Speaker 
 
LEGISLATORS 
 
Representative Alma Adams (D) 
North Carolina State Legislature 
2109 Liberty Valley Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 
Tel. 919.733.5902  
adamsla@ncleg.net 
 
Chair, Appropriations Committee 
Vice Chair, Commerce, Small Business, & Entrepreneurship 
Committee 
Member, Aging Committee 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, Health Committee 
Member, Local Government I Committee 
 
Representative Sheryl Allen (R) 
Utah State Legislature 
620 Larsen Drive 
Bountiful, UT 84010 
Tel. 801.402.5184 
sherylallen@utah.gov 
 
Member, House Judiciary Committee 
Member, House Revenue & Taxation Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senator Pamela Althoff (R) 
Illinois State Legislature 
1 North Virginia Street 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
Tel. 815.455.6330  
palthoff@mc.net 
 
Member, Appropriations Committee 
Member, Licensed Activities Committee  
Member, Higher Education Committee 
Member, Local Government Committee 
Member, Labor Committee 
Member, Deficit Reform Committee 
 
Representative Katherine Angerer (D) 
Michigan State Legislature 
1063 West Loyd Road 
Dundee, MI 48131 
Tel.  517.373.1792 
ldey@house.mi.gov 
 
Chair, Ethics & Elections Committee 
Member, Oversight & Investigations Committee  
 
Representative Elsie Arntzen (R) 
Montana State Legislature 
850 Senora Avenue  
Billings, MT 59105 
Tel. 406.259.6134 
emarntzen@excite.com 
 
Chair, Local Government Committee 
Member, Business & Labor Committee  
Member, Transportation Committee 
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Representative Terri Austin (D) 
Secretary 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Indiana State Legislature 
1030 West Rearview Drive 
Anderson, IN 46011 
Tel. 317.234.9047  
taustin@iga.state.in.us 
 
Chair, Roads & Transportation Committee 
Member, Public Policy Committee 
Member, Rules & Legislative Procedures Committee 
 
Representative Trisha Beck (D) 
Utah State Legislature 
1783 East 9880 South 
Sandy, UT 84092 
Tel. 801.572.2325  
tbeck@utah.gov 
 
Member, Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 
Member, House Health & Human Services Committee 
Member, House Law Enforcement & Criminal Justice 
Committee 
 
Representative Arlene Becker (D) 
Montana State Legislature 
1440 Lewis Avenue 
Billings, MT 59102 
Tel. 406.245.7256 
arlene_becker@bresnan.net 
 
Vice Chair, Human Services Committee 
Member, Fish, Wildlife, & Parks Committee 
 
Representative Patricia Bellock (R) 
Midwestern Regional Director 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Illinois State Legislature 
1 South Cass Avenue 
Westmont, IL 60559 
Tel. 630.852.8633   
rep@pbellock.com 
 
Chair, Medicaid Reform, Family & Children Committee 
Member, Appropriations - Human Services Committee 
Member, Financial Institutions Committee 
Member, Human Services Committee 
Member, Investigative Committee 
Member, Labor Committee 
Member, Mass Transit Committee 

Senator Patricia Birkholz (R) 
Michigan State Legislature 
125 West Allegan Street, Room 805  
Lansing, MI 48933 
Tel. 517.373.3447  
senpbirkholz@senate.michigan.gov 
 
Chair, Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee 
Vice Chair, Local, Urban & State Affairs Committee  
Member, Agriculture Committee  
Member, Energy Policy Committee 
 
Representative Joan Brady (R)  
Southern Regional Director 
Women In Government Board of Directors  
South Carolina State Legislature 
151 Berry Tree Lane 
Columbia, SC 29223 
Tel. 803.786.9786   
bradyforthehouse@aol.com 
 
Member, Ethics Committee 
Member, Labor, Commerce & Industry Committee 
 
Senator Sharon Weston Broome (D) * 
Louisiana State Legislature  
900 North Third Street, Suite G, First Floor 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
Tel. 225.342.0752 
sbroome@legis.state.la.us 
 
Senate President Pro Tempore 
Member, Finance Committee 
Member, Women & Children Committee 
Member, Joint Legislative Budget Committee 
 
Delegate Bonnie Brown (D) 
West Virginia Legislature 
2328 Woodland Avenue 
South Charleston, WV 25303 
Tel. 304.340.3106  
garybon@msn.com 
 
Chair, Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee 
Member, Constitutional Revision Committee 
Member, Energy, Industry & Labor/Economic Development 
& Small Business Committee 
Member, Joint Standing Committee on the Judiciary 
Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Select Committee on Children, Juveniles & Other 
Issues 
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Representative Edna Brown (D) 
Ohio General Assembly 
77 South High Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Tel. 614.466.1401  
Mercedes.stuyak@ohr.state.oh.us 
 
Chair, Finance & Appropriations Committee 
Member, Commerce & Labor Committee 
Member, Elections & Ethics Committee 
Member, Health Committee 
 
Senator Gloria Butler (D) 
Georgia State Legislature 
6241 Southland Trace 
Stone Mountain, GA 30087 
Tel. 404.656.0075  
senatorbutler@comcast.net 
 
Member, Health & Human Services Committee 
Member, Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee 
Member, Regulated Industries & Utilities Committee 
Member, Rules Committee 
 
Representative Simone Champagne (D) 
Louisiana State Legislature  
1407 Main Street 
Jeanerette, LA 70544 
Tel. 337.276.4916   
champags@legis.state.la.us 
 
Member, Appropriations Committee  
Member, Municipal, Parochial & Cultural Affairs Committee 
Member, Natural Resources & Environment Committee 
Member, House Executive Committee 
Member, Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget 
 
Representative Corinne Ching (R) 
Hawaii State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Tel. 808.586.9415  
repching@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, Energy & Environmental Protection Committee 
Member,  Higher Education Committee 
Member, Housing Committee 
Member, Joint Legislative Committee on Aging in Place 
Committee 
Member, Water, Land, & Ocean Resources Committee 

Senator Bettye Davis (D) 
Member at Large 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Alaska State Legislature 
716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 400 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Tel. 907.269.0144  
Senator_Bettye_Davis@legis.state.ak.us 
 
Chair, Health, Education & Social Services Committee  
Member, Armed Services Committee  
Member, Labor & Commerce Committee 
Member, Legislative Council Committee 
Member, Assess Public Health Care Association Committee 
Member, Special Committee on Education 
 
Representative Lois DeBerry (D)  
Tennessee State Legislature 
15 Legislative Plaza  
Nashville, TN 37243  
Tel. 615.741.3830  
rep.lois.deberry@capitol.tn.gov   
 
House Speaker Pro Tempore 
Member, House Calendar & Rules Committee 
Member, House Government Operations Committee 
Member, House Health & Human Resources Committee 
Member, House Rules Committee 
Member, House Finance, Ways & Means Committee 
Member, House Ethics Committee 
Member, Joint Select Committee on Children & Youth 
Member, Joint Long Term Care Oversight Committee 
 
Representative Lois Delmore (D) 
North Dakota State Legislature 
714 South 22nd Street 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 
Tel. 701.746.2407  
ldelmore@nd.gov 
 
Member, Higher Education Committee 
Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Judicial Process Committee 
Member, Transportation Committee 
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Senator Katie Dorsett (D) 
Chair 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
North Carolina State Legislature 
1000 North English Street 
Greensboro, NC 27405 
Tel. 919.715.3042  
katied@ncleg.net 
 
Senate Majority Whip 
Co-Chair, Appropriations on General Government & 
Information Technology Committee 
Co-Chair, Energy, Science, & Technology Select Committee 
Vice Chair, State & Local Government Committee 
Vice Chair, Higher Education Committee 
Vice Chair, Healthcare Committee 
 
Representative Cleo Duncan (R) 
Indiana State Legislature 
105 East Tara Road 
Greenburg, IN 47240 
Tel. 317.232.9620 
H67@in.gov 
 
Member, Roads & Transportation Committee 
Member, Financial Institutions Committee 
 
Senator Sue Errington (D) 
Indiana State Legislature 
3200 West Brook Drive 
Muncie, IN 47304 
Tel. 317.232.9526  
serringt@iga.in.gov 
 
Member, Health & Provider Services Committee 
Member, Energy & Environmental Affairs Committee 
Member, Education & Career Development 
Member, Utilities & Technology 
 
Representative Sara Feigenholtz (D) 
Illinois State Legislature 
3213 North Wilton, Unit A 
Chicago, IL 60657 
Tel. 773.296.4141    
staterep12@gmail.com 
 
Chair, Appropriations for Human Services 
Vice-Chair, Tourism & Conventions 
 
 
 

Senator Karen Fraser (D) 
Washington State Legislature 
PO Box 40422 
Olympia, WA 98504 
Tel. 360.786.7642 
fraser.karen@leg.wa.gov 
 
Vice Chair, Ways & Means Committee 
Member, Environment, Water & Energy Committee 
Member, Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation Committee 
Member, Rules Committee 
 
Senator Mary Jane Garcia (D) 
New Mexico State Legislature 
411 State Capitol 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Tel. 505.986.4819  
Maryjane.garcia@nmlegis.gov 
 
Senate Majority Whip 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, Public Affairs Committee 
Member, Committees’ Committee 
 
Representative Laura Hall (D) * 
Alabama State Legislature  
5024 Lyngail Drive NW 
Huntsville, AL  35810 
Tel. 256.539.5441  
Laura.hall2@att.net 
 
Member, Government Appropriations Committee 
Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Madison County Legislation Committee 
 
Representative Valerie Hardy (D) 
New Hampshire State Legislature 
8 Old Stage Road  
Litchfield, NH 03052  
Tel. 603.424.7148  
valerie.hardy@leg.state.nh.us  
 
Member, State-Federal Relations & Veterans Affairs  
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Representative Kathy Hawken (R) 
Member at Large 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
North Dakota State Legislature 
503 Southwood Drive 
Fargo, ND 58103 
Tel. 701.293.5483  
hawkenk@aol.com 
 
Member, Appropriations - Education & Environment Division 
Committee 
Member, Budget Section Interim Committee 
Member, Higher Education Interim Committee 
 
Representative Michele Henson (D) 
Georgia State Legislature 
4140 Creek Stone Court 
Stone Mountain, GA 30083 
Tel. 404.296.1442   
michelehenson@earthlink.net 
 
Member, Appropriations Committee  
Member, Economic Development & Tourism Committee 
Member, Health & Human Services Committee 
 
Senator Mattie Hunter (D) 
Illinois State Legislature 
619 State House 
Springfield, IL 62706 
Tel. 217.782.5996 
mhunter@senatedem.ilga.gov 
 
Chair, Appropriations Committee 
Member, Health & Human Services Committee 
Member, Housing & Community Affairs Committee 
Member, Pensions & Investments Committee 
Member, State Government Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative Pat Hurley (R) 
North Carolina State Legislature 
141 Ridgecrest Road  
Asheboro, NC 27203  
Tel. 919.733.5865  
pbhurley2006@yahoo.com   
 
Vice Chair, Pensions & Retirement Committee 
Member, Appropriations Committee 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, House Select Committee on Civil Custody Guardians 
Member, Judiciary II Committee 
Member, Juvenile Justice Committee 
Member, Mental Health Reform Committee 
 
Senator Sandy Jerstad (D) 
South Dakota State Legislature 
19 Riverview Heights 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
Tel. 605.261.1044 
sij@sio.midco.net 
 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, Health & Human Services Committee 
Member, Retirement Laws Committee 
Member, Taxation Committee 
 
Representative Nancy Johnson (R) 
North Dakota State Legislature 
1308-A Empire Road  
Dickinson, ND 58601  
Tel. 701.483.0359 
njohnson@ndsupernet.com 
 
Member, Industry, Business & Labor Committee 
Member, Political Subdivisions Committee 
Member, Higher Education Committee 
 Member, Judicial Process Committee 
Member, Workforce Committee 
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Senator Arthenia Joyner (D) 
Florida State Legislature 
508 West Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Boulevard  
Tampa, FL 33603  
Tel. 813.233.4277  
joyner.arthenia.web@flsenate.gov   
 
Vice Chair, Communications, Energy, & Public Utilities 
Committee 
Vice Chair, Judiciary Committee 
Alternating Chair, Joint Administrative Procedures Committee 
Member, Ethics & Elections Committee 
Member, Transportation Committee 
 
Representative Phyllis Kahn (DFL) 
Minnesota State Legislature 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
Tel. 651.296.4257 
Rep.phyllis.kahn@house.mn 
 
Chair, State Government Finance Division Committee 
Member, Finance Committee 
Member, State & Local Government Operations, Reform, 
Technology & Elections Committee 
Member, Ways & Means Committee 
 
Representative Helene Keeley (D) 
Delaware State Legislature 
PO Box 2716 
Wilmington, DE 19805 
Tel. 302.577.8476 
helene.keeley@state.de.us 
 
Member, Capital Infrastructure Committee 
Member, Gaming & Parimutuels Committee 
Member, Revenue & Finance Committee 
Member, Economic Committee 
Member, Development, Banking, Insurance, & Commerce 
Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senator Michelle Kidani (D) 
Hawaii State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 203 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Tel. 808.586.7100  
senkidani@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
Vice Chair, Education & Housing Committee 
Member, Public Safety & Military Affairs Committee 
Member, Tourism Committee 
Member, Ways & Means Committee 
 
Senator Donna Kim (D) 
Hawaii State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 210 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Tel. 808.587.7200  
senkim@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
Chair, Senate Special Investigation on Hydrogen Investment 
Capital Committee 
Chair, Special Fund Contract Award Committee 
Chair, Task Force on Reinventing Government Committee 
Chair, Ways & Means Committee 
 
Senator Kelly Kultala (D) 
Kansas State Legislature 
12232 Hubbard Road 
Kansas City, KS 66109 
Tel. 913.721.0055  
kelkult@sunflower.com 
 
Member, Local Government Committee 
Member, Transportation Committee 
Member, Ethics & Elections Committee 
 
Representative Barbara L'Italien (D) 
Massachusetts State Legislature 
5 Harper Circle  
Andover, MA 01810  
Tel. 617.722.2380  
rep.barbaral'italien@hou.state.ma.us   
 
Vice Chair, House Committee on Ways & Means 
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Representative Nancy Landry (R) 
Louisiana State Legislature 
109 South College Road 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
Tel. 337.262.2252 
landryn@legis.state.la.us 
 
Member, Civil Law & Procedure Committee 
Member, Natural Resources & Environment Committee 
 
Senator Connie Lawson (R) 
Indiana State Legislature 
200 West Washington Street  
Indianapolis, IN 46204  
Tel. 317.232.9414  
clawson@iga.in.gov   
 
Majority Floor Leader 
Chair, Joint Rules Committee 
Chair, Local Government Committee 
Member, Appointments & Claims Committee 
Member, Elections Committee 
Member, Tax & Fiscal Policy Committee 
Member, Rules & Legislative Procedure Committee 
 
Senator Evelyn Lynn (R) 
Florida State Legislature 
536 North Halifax Avenue, Suite 101 
Daytona Beach, FL 32119 
Tel. 386.238.3180  
Lynn.evelyn.web@Flsenate.gov 
 
Chair, Higher Education Appropriations Committee 
Member, Policy & Steering Committee on Commerce & 
Industry Committee 
Member, Policy & Steering on Ways & Means Committee 
Member, Commerce Committee 
Member, Higher Education Committee 
Member, Military & Domestic Affairs Committee 
Member, Rules Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assemblymember Fiona Ma (D) 
Western Regional Director 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
California State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 3190 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Tel. 916.321.2511  
Patty.schapiro@asm.ca.gov 
 
Member, Agriculture Committee 
Member, Higher Education Committee 
Member, Housing & Community Development Committee 
Member, Labor & Employment Committee 
Member, Public Safety Committee 
Member, Revenue & Taxation Committee 
 
Senator Beverly Marrero (D) 
Tennessee State Legislature 
243 Hawthorne Street 
Memphis, TN 38112 
Tel. 901.726.6004  
bkmarrero@comcast.net 
 
Secretary, Health & Human Resources Committee  
Member, Senate Judiciary Committee 
 
Representative Barbara Marumoto (R) 
Treasurer 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Hawaii State Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 304 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Tel. 808.586.6310  
repmarumoto@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 
Member, Agriculture Committee 
Member, Consumer Protection & Commerce Committee 
Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Tourism, Culture, & International Affairs Committee 
 
Representative Mary Lou Marzian (D)  
Kentucky State Legislature 
2007 Tyler Lane 
Louisville, KY 40205 
Tel. 502.564.8100  
marzianm@bellsouth.net 
 
Vice Chair, Human Resources Committee 
Member, Health & Welfare Committee 
Member, Labor & Industry Committee 
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Senator Karen Mayne (D) 
Utah State Legislature 
5044 Bannock Circle 
West Valley, UT 84120 
Tel. 801.968.7756  
kmayne@utahsenate.org 
 
Member, Business & Labor Committee 
Member, Ethics Committee 
Member, Transportation & Public Utilities & Technology 
Committee 
 
Representative Mary Sue McClurkin (R) 
Immediate Past Chair 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Alabama State Legislature 
60 Indian Forest Trail 
Indian Springs, AL 35124 
Tel. 205.991.6213  
mcclur@bellsouth.net 
 
Member, Government Finance & Appropriations Committee 
Member, Health Committee 
 
Representative Jeannie McDaniel (D)  
Oklahoma State Legislature 
1416 South Marion Avenue  
Tulsa, OK 74112  
Tel. 918.934.3259  
jeanniemcdaniel@okhouse.gov   
 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, Common Education Committee 
Member, General Government Committee 
Member, Public Health Committee 
 
Representative Kim Meltzer (R) 
Michigan State Legislature 
124 Capitol Street, #797 
Lansing, MI 48909 
Tel. 517.373.0820  
kimmeltzer@house.mi.gov 
 
Member, Commerce Committee 
Member, Ethics & Elections Committee 
Member, Tax Policy Committee 
Member, Urban Policy Committee 
 
 
 

Representative Shirley Meyer (D) 
North Dakota State Legislature 
4031 Highway 225 
Dickinson, ND 58601 
Tel. 701.225.2736  
sjmeyer@nd.gov 
 
Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Natural Resources Committee 
 
Representative Helen Miller (D) 
Iowa State Legislature 
1936 15th Avenue North 
Fort Dodge, IA 50501 
Tel. 515.570.3535 
helen.miller@legis.state.ia.us  
 
Chair, Ethics Committee 
Member, Administration & Rules Committee 
Member, Agriculture Committee 
Member, Economic Growth Committee 
Member, Environmental Protection Committee 
 
Representative Annie Mobley (D) 
North Carolina State Legislature 
300 North Salisbury Street, 638 LOB 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
Tel. 919.733.5780  
anniem@ncleg.net 
 
Chair, Juvenile Justice Committee 
Vice Chair, State Government/State Personnel Committee 
Member, Aging Committee 
Member, Agriculture Committee 
Member, Appropriations Committee 
 
Senator Karen Morgan (D) 
Utah State Legislature 
8378 Austrian Way 
Salt Lake City, UT 84121 
Tel. 801.943.0067  
kmorgan@utahsenate.org 
 
Member, Senate Education Committee 
Member, Senate Natural Resources, Agriculture & 
Environment Committee 
Member, Senate Workforce Services & Community & 
Economic Development Committee 
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Representative Penny Morgan (R) 
Montana State Legislature 
1902 Saint Johns Avenue  
Billings, MT 59102 
Tel. 406.652.1514 
pjm511@hotmail.com 
 
Member, Appropriations Committee 
 
Senator Nan Orrock (D) 
Member at Large 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Georgia State Legislature 
250 Georgia Avenue, Suite 202 
Atlanta, GA 30312 
Tel. 404.524.5999 
norrock@gowebway.com 
 
Vice Chair, Interstate Cooperation Committee 
Member, Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee 
Member, Health & Human Services Committee 
Member, Higher Education Committee 
Member, Science & Technology Committee 
Member, Urban Affairs Committee 
 
Representative Leslie Osborn (R) 
Oklahoma State Legislature 
1610 CR 1240 
Tuttle, OK 73089 
Tel. 405.557.7333  
Leslie.osborn@okhouse.gov 
 
Deputy Majority Whip 
Member, Agriculture & Rural Development Committee 
Member, Government Modernization Committee 
Member, Public Safety Committee 
 
Senator Linda Evans Parlette (R) 
Washington State Legislature 
316 Legislative Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
Tel. 360.786.7622 
parlette.linda@leg.wa.gov 
 
Member, Financial Institutions Housing & Insurance Committee 
Member, Health & Long-Term Care Rules Committee 
Member, Ways & Means Committee 
 
 
 

Assemblymember Amy Paulin (D) 
New York State Legislature 
700 White Plains Road, Suite 252 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 
Tel. 914.723.1115  
paulina@assembly.state.ny.us 
 
Chair, Committee on Oversight, Analysis & Investigation  
Member, Committee on Children & Families  
Member, Committee on Education  
Member, Committee on Health  
Member, Committee on Higher Education  
 
Delegate Joseline Peña-Melnyk (D) 
Eastern Regional Director 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Maryland General Assembly 
6 Bladen Street, Room 209 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Tel. 301.858.3502  
jpenamelnyk@msn.com 
 
Vice Chair, County Affairs Committee 
Member, Health & Government Operations Committee 
 
Representative Sandra Pihos (R) 
Illinois State Legislature 
799 Roosevelt Road, Building 2 -111 
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 
Tel. 630.858.8855    
sandrapihos@gmail.com 
 
Member, Aging Committee 
Member, Charter Schools Committee 
Member, Consumer Protection Committee 
Member, Disability Services Committee  
Member, Elementary & Secondary Education Committee 
Member, Homeland Security & Emergency Preparedness 
Committee 
Member, Public Policy & Accountability Committee 
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Representative JP Pomnichowski (D) 
Montana State Legislature 
222 Westbridge Drive 
Bozeman, MT 95715 
Tel. 406.587.7846 
pomnicho@montanadsl.net 
 
Vice Chair, Natural Resource Committees 
Member, Fish, Wildlife & Parks Committee 
Member, Taxation Committee 
Member, Joint Select Reappraisal Committee 
 
Representative Jo Ann Pottorff (R) 
Kansas State Legislature 
6321 East Eighth Street 
Wichita, KS 67208 
Tel. 316.686.7281 
jpottorff@cox.net 
 
Chair, Joint Committee on State Building Construction 
Committee 
Member, Commerce & Labor Committee 
Member, General Government Budget Committee 
Member, Transportation & Public Safety Budget Committee 
 
Representative Kimberley Rosen (R) 
Vice Chair 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Maine State Legislature 
72 Main Street 
Bucksport, ME 04416 
Tel. 207.469.3779  
kurlykim40@aol.com 
 
Member, Ethics Committee 
Member, Transportation Committee 
 
Representative Renee Schulte (R) 
Iowa State Legislature 
1734 Chestnut Lane NE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Tel. 319.431.6150 
renee.schulte@legis.state.ia.us 
 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, Human Resources Committee 
Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, State Government Committee 
 
 

Senator Martha Scott (D) 
Michigan State Legislature 
125 West Allegan Street, Room 220 
Lansing, MI 48993 
Tel. 517.373.7748  
senmscott@senate.michigan.gov 
 
Member, Appropriations 
 
Senator Kathryn Sessions (D) 
Wyoming State Legislature  
930 Centennial Drive  
Cheyenne, WY 82001  
Tel. 307.634.8314 
ksessions@wyoming.com 
 
Member, Senate Judiciary Committee  
Member, Senate Travel, Recreation, Wildlife & Cultural 
Resources Committee  
Member, Senate Rules & Procedures Committee  
Member, Senate Education Committee 
 
Representative Jacqueline Sly (R) 
South Dakota State Legislature 
22560 Potter Road 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
Tel. 605.343.4956 
jsly@enetis.net 
 
Member, Agriculture & Natural Resources Committee 
Member, Education Committee 
 
Representative Barbara McIlvaine Smith (D) 
Pennsylvania State Legislature 
107 East Chestnut Street 
West Chester, PA 19380 
Tel. 610.696.4990  
repbsmith@pahouse.net 
 
Chair, Education Committee 
Member, Health & Human Services Committee 
Member, Local Government Committee 
Member, Aging & Older Adult Services Committee  
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Senator Yvonne Prettner Solon (D) 
Minnesota State Legislature 
1919 Minnesota Avenue, Unit 9 
Duluth, MN 55802 
Tel. 651.296.4188  
yvonneps@senate.mn 
 
Chair, Energy, Utilities, Technology & Communications 
Committee 
Member, Commerce & Consumer Protection Committee 
Member, Finance- Health & Human Services Budget Division 
Committee 
Member, Health, Housing & Family Security Committee 
 
Representative Sara Stevens (D) 
Maine State Legislature 
252 Nowell Road 
Bangor, ME 04401 
Tel. 207.942.8900 
ssteve32@yahoo.com 
 

Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Ethics Committee 
 
Representative Annette Sweeney (R) 
Iowa State Legislature 
21547 Highway S27 
Alden, IA 50006 
Tel. 515.855.4340 
sweeneyforhouse@yahoo.com 
 
Member, Agriculture Committee 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, Natural Resources Committee 
Member, Veterans Affairs Committee 
 
Representative Nancy Todd (D)  
Colorado State Legislature 
11293 East Harvard Drive 
Aurora, CO 80014 
Tel. 303.750.1976  
nancy.todd.house@state.co.us 
 
Chair, State Veterans & Military Affairs Committee 
Member, Education Committee 
 
 
 
 
 

Assemblymember Barbara Toles (D) 
Wisconsin State Legislature 
3835 North 56th Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53216 
Tel. 608.266.5580   
rep.toles@legis.state.wi.us 
 
Chair, Workforce Development Committee 
Member, Labor Committee 
Member, Ways & Means Committee 
Member, Jobs, the Economy & Small Business Committee 
 
Representative Martha Vanderlinde (D) 
South Dakota State Legislature 
320 North Western, #2 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
Tel. 605.201.7427  
nurseynurse@q.com 
 
Member, Health & Human Services Committee 
Member, Local Government Committee 
 
Senator Suzanne Williams (D) 
Colorado State Legislature  
2647 South Troy Court 
Aurora, CO 80014 
Tel. 303.866.3432 
senatorsuzannewilliams@gmail.com 
 
Chair, State, Veterans & Military Affairs Committee 
Vice Chair, Transportation Committee 
Member, Appropriations Committee 
 
Senator Jackie Winters (R) 
Oregon State Legislature 
900 Court Street NW, Room S-301 
Salem, OR 97301 
Tel. 503.986.1710 
Sen.jackiewinters@state.or.us 
 
Vice Chair, Conduct Committee 
Member, Legislative Counsel Committee 
Member, Ways & Means Committee 
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Representative Kay Wolf (R)  
Kansas State Legislature 
8339 Roe Avenue 
Prairie Village, KS 66207 
Tel. 913.710.8339  
skwolf@swbell.net 
 
Member, Taxation 
Member, Vision 2020 
Member, Veterans, Military & Homeland Security 
Member, Judiciary 
 
SPEAKERS 
 
Mimi Bliss  
Founder and Owner 
Bliss Communications 
2708 Belmont Blvd 
Nashville, TN 37212 
Tel. 615.297.3656    
mimi@blisscommunications.net 
 
Megan Bloomgren  
Executive Director of Strategy 
United States Chamber of Commerce’s 
Institute for 21st Century Energy 
1615 H Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20062 
Tel. 202.463.5922    
mbloomgren@uschamber.com 
 
Christine Carlson, JD 
Senior Advisor 
Policy Consensus Institute 
506 Southwest Mill Street  
Portland, OR 97207  
Tel. 503.230.0511  
chris@policyconsensus.org   
 
Jo Ann Davidson 
Former Speaker of the House 
Ohio State Legislature 
37 West Broad Street, Suite 970 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Tel. 614.224.0777  
jadavidson@ameritech.net 
 
 

Stephen Lakis  
President 
State Legislative Leaders Foundation 
1645 Falmouth Road 
Centerville, MA 02632 
Tel. 508.771.3821  
slakis@sllf.org 
 
Iris Lav, MBA 
Senior Advisor 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities  
820 First Street NE, Suite 510 
Washington, DC 20002 
Tel. 202.408.1080  
lav@cbpp.org 
 
Justin Levitt, JD, MPA 
Counsel 
Brennan Center for Justice 
New York University School of Law 
905 Hyperion Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90029 
Tel. 323.284.8302 
justin.levitt@nyu.edu 
 
Thomas Little, PhD 
Director 
Curriculum Development and Research 
State Legislative Leaders Foundation 
1710 Swannanoa Drive 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
Tel. 336.856.0623 
sllfthom@aol.com 
 
Lewis Mazanti, MA 
Curator and Archivist 
Political Communication Center 
The University of Oklahoma 
610 Elm Avenue, Burton Hall 113 
Norman, OK 73019 
Tel. 405.325.1573 
lwmazanti@ou.edu 
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Terry McInnis, MD, MPH 
Co-Chair 
Center for Public Payer Implementation  
The Patient-Centered Primary Care 
Collaborative 
203 Frenchmans Bluff Drive 
Cary, NC 27513 
Tel. 864.918.9998 
terry.a.mcinnis@gsk.com 
 
Lewis Milford, JD 
President  
Clean Energy Group 
50 State Street, Suite 1  
Montpelier, VT 05602  
Tel. 802.223.2554  
lmilford@cleanegroup.org   
 
Herb Schultz, MPP 
Senior Health Policy Advisor 
Office of the Governor 
State of California 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
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