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September is Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month

Each year over 80,000 women are diagnosed with gynecologic cancers, 
which include cancers of the cervix, ovaries, vagina, vulva, uterus, 
and fallopian tubes.  During Gynecologic Cancer Awareness Month 

(GCAM) each September, organizations raise awareness about these cancers, 
their symptoms, and prevention tools for early detection, and treatments.  
For GCAM 2008, several organizations are planning major events.  

The Gynecologic Cancer Foundation (GCF) is launching a multi-
year public education campaign that will raise awareness about gynecologic 
cancers and encourage women to seek treatment for suspected and 
diagnosed cancers.  GCF also will remind women of the symptoms often 
associated with gynecologic cancers: vaginal discharge or bleeding, pelvic 
pain or pressure, soars that persist, changing bowel and bladder patterns, 
abdominal bloating or frequent indigestion, and lumps that can be felt and 
which may be painful.  

GCF is releasing their 2008 annual report: State of the State of 
Gynecologic Cancers:  The Sixth Annual Report to the Women of America.

GCF has developed the 2008 GCAM Publicity Kit that includes 
tools individuals and organizations can use to help spread the word about 
gynecologic cancers and GCAM 2008.

Tamika & Friends sponsored the first Walk To Beat The Clock in 
New York City on Saturday, September 13, 2008.  The walk succeeded 
in raising awareness about HPV and cervical cancer prevention and early 
detection, and remind women that every hour a woman is diagnosed with 
cervical cancer and every 2.5 hours a woman dies from it.  The event will 
bring together survivors, advocates, and friends to celebrate women whose 
lives have been saved.  They will also remember the women who have lost 
their battles to cervical cancer, an almost entirely preventable disease.  

National Council of Women’s Organizations’ Women’s Health Task 
Force and the American Social Health Association are working together to 
raise awareness about cervical cancer screening for older women.  The online 
awareness program encourages older women to “Ask About Cervical Cancer 
Screening, Ask About HPV Testing” and requests younger women to share 
this information with their mothers and grandmothers. n

Women In Government (WIG) has developed a multimedia 
clip, one of the new resources now available to facilitate 
sharing accurate information about HPV and cervical cancer 

prevention with your friends, family, and colleagues. It can be found 
at www.womeningovernment.org in the Multimedia section of the 
site or a copy of the clip on CD-Rom may be ordered by contacting 
WIG’s HPV and Cervical Cancer Resource Center at resourcecenter@
womeningovernment.org.

The five minute video explains basic facts about HPV and its 
connection to cervical cancer. In addition to describing the technologies 
available to detect HPV and precancerous cells, the video provides 
American Cancer Society guidelines on who should be screened and 
at what age. The clip also discusses HPV vaccines and age guidelines 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Finally, there is a 
discussion of successful policy approaches that legislators have taken to 
reduce the burden of cervical cancer.

In addition to multimedia clip resources, WIG’s newest multimedia 
resource is “WIGCast: Professional Development Series for State 
Policymakers.” WIGCast are recorded presentations and corresponding 
handout materials, which are now available on the WIG website and 

can be downloaded as MP3s or Flash Audio file. The first WIGCast is a 
seminar recorded by Dr. Wanda Filer, a nationally-recognized women’s 
health expert, and Former President of the Pennsylvania American Cancer 
Society. In the WIGCast, Dr. Filer discusses important information 
about HPV and cervical cancer. Both the multimedia clips and WIGCast 
resources can be accessed at www.womeningovernment.org. n

New Resources Available from Women In Government:
HPV & Cervical Cancer Multimedia Clip & WIGCast Now Available:…

Don’t Miss the Fourth Annual 
HPV & Cervical Cancer Summit

Who: State legislators, state and federal agency representatives, women’s health 
and public health advocates with expert speakers on cervical cancer prevention
When: November 20-22, 2008
Where: The Fairmont Hotel, Washington, DC
How to register: Please call Sarah Gonzales, Policy Associate, at 202-
333-0825 x241 or email her at sgonzales@womeningovernment.org to obtain a 
registration form.
Hurry, registration ends soon!  Scholarships for state legislators are available on 
a first-come, first-serve basis.


