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Support Teen Health:

Support The Healthy Youth act

house bill 1163
Why Support The Healthy Youth Act?
· 83% of Pennsylvania voters SUPPORT teaching comprehensive sex education in public schools over an abstinence-only-until-marriage approach.

· No abstinence-only-until-marriage program has been shown to help teens delay the initiation of sex or protect themselves when they do initiate sex. 
,

· In 2008, a Center for Disease Control study shocked the nation with the announcement that one in four teenage girls today is infected with an STD
. 

What Is The Healthy Youth Act?
The Healthy Youth Act would create minimum standards for sex education instruction in public schools, including:
· Provide age-appropriate and medically accurate information; 

· Teach that not engaging in sexual intercourse is the only certain way to prevent pregnancy and to reduce the risk of STDs, including HIV/AIDS;

· Provide information about the health benefits of condoms and as a means to reduce the risk of sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV; 

No standards exist for comprehensive sex education in Pennsylvania.
· The cost of teen childbearing to Pennsylvania taxpayers was $389 million in 2004.

· In FY 2007, $6,723,057 was distributed toward abstinence-only programs within the Commonwealth - programs that fail to provide Pennsylvania teens with crucial, accurate, health information. 
· In 2007, there were 20,485 reported teen pregnancies in Pennsylvania.

· It is estimated that, nationally, at least half of all new HIV infections are occurring in youth ages 15 through 24.

Amendments to the Healthy Youth Act

· Rep. Wagner (A-05353): Clarifies that the bill does not apply to private or parochial schools.
· Rep O’Neill (A-06512): Requires all information pertaining to the school district’s sexual health instruction be made publicly available to parents/guardians. Also clarifies that any student who is excused from all or part of the instruction shall not be subject to disciplinary action or academic penalty as a result. 
· Rep. Grucela (A-06505): Clarifies that a local school district must approve and select curricula, textbooks, and other instructional materials that are appropriate for students of the district.
· Rep. Murt  (A-05350): Adds a new subsection that includes characteristics required to be taught as part of the sex education program as they relate to relationships (self-control, temperance, restraint, self-discipline, discretion, discernment, sagacity, and respect for the opposite gender). 
For more information, please contact Joe Fay of Pennsylvania Coalition to Prevent Teen Pregnancy jfay@fhccp.org.
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