














THE FUTURE OF WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT

ne of Women In Government’s goals this year is to

expand our issue base to include four very pertinent top-

ics: energy, the environment, transportation and eco-
nomic development. While these issues might be considered “non-
traditional” issues for WIG, they are very connected to those issues
for which we are so respected, namely health care and education.

For instance, creating and maintaining environmental quality in
our water, air and soil is closely tied to our commitment to build
healthier communities. Poor air quality causes asthma and other
respiratory diseases, and studies have shown that women are more
likely to be affected by air pollution than men. Studies are continu-
ally being done to determine the influence of environmental risks
on various diseases, particularly all types of cancer. And within
individual households, toxic chemicals and/or pesticides are found
in everyday cleaning supplies, on food and even on children’s toys.
Poorer health means increased public healthcare costs, supplement-
ed both privately and through Medicare.

There are also substantial links between improvement in our trans-
portation systems and an improved environment, as well as ben-
eficial impacts to health and to the economic development of an
area. Increased use of alternative modes of transportation such as
vanpooling, carpooling, mass transit and even telework will conserve
energy, reduce emissions and mitigate congestion. Further, a state’s
ability to expand its economic base is directly tied to mobility- that
is, the ability of people and products to travel in and out of the area.
Another way that transportation is tied to economic development is
through the creation of transportation-related jobs. In Mississippi,
for example, two programs have been implemented through cooper-
ation between the state and federal departments of transportation to
educate students to transportation related civil engineering careers.
These programs benefit both individuals and the state, as they pro-
vide income and build infrastructure.

There is the same type of linkage between energy issues and health.
“Greener” sources of energy, such as geothermal, wind, and solar
power can reduce pollution which will improve air quality and

health. In addition, issues related to conservation of energy have a
direct impact on the security of our nation and environmental issues
such as climate change. On the economic side, the Stimulus Bill
will provide funds for development of “green-collar” jobs. In order
for these jobs to remain viable, states will need to review regulation
of udilities, including the state’s use of renewables, and evaluate how
incentives and tax policies can help sustain clean energy initiatives.

Economic development is an umbrella to almost all issues addressed
by WIG. Promoting higher education, better environmental and
health standards, and making the most of our resources all contrib-
ute to economic success. Ensuring sustainability in urban planning
can help protect natural resources and combat pollution and cli-
mate change. Additionally, providing tax credits and improved job
training will increase assets for low-income families, who

traditional have the hardest time paying for health

insurance.

It is clear that these issues are not only
very strongly connected to tradi-
tional WIG issues, but also

to one another. Our goal is

to provide resources so that

women state legislators can

take leadership roles on these

issues, as they pro-

vide an important,

unique perspective

to the topics. Let us

work together to take a
comprehensive approach and

connect traditional and non-
traditional women’s policy issues so
that we can ensure a better quality of
life for constituents across the country.

*Ao1jod punos 1oayo 0} si03e|sISa] usWIOM [[e
sazijiqow pue siomoduwd Jey) uoisia djeuoissed pue ‘snoaSeinod ‘pjoq B YIIM UOIEU JYf) SPEI| JUSWUIIAOD) U] UBWIOAA

‘sanss| Ad1jod d1jqnd xa|dwod dAj0sa4 pue ssaippe 0} $32iN0sAJ [eUONEINPS pue ‘swinioy Jadxa ‘Gunjiomiau ‘santunjioddo diysiopes)
Suipiroad sioyejsiSa) a3e)s uswiom jo uoneziuegio uesnsed-iq 4iyosd-uou /(€)(9)L0S [BUONEU € S| JUBUUIIAOT) U] USWOAN

£C19 # LIWNYAd
VA ‘AT131I4DONINdS
dlvd
IDVISOd 'S'N
‘DYO LIHOYdNON

JINTWNITIAOD
NI NIWO

#000¢ DA ‘uoiduiysesn
0l auns

MN 192418 4 61€1L
JUSWIUIBAON) U] USWOAA



