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Political Experience
Member Illinois House of 

Representatives 2005 Present

Chairman Mc Henry County Board 
1998-2004

Member Mc HenryCountyBoard 
1989-2004

Member Mc Henry County Board of 
Health 1992- 1994

Member Mc Henry County Mental 
Health Board 1994-1998



My Journey A Case Study
Life and Diet of Springfield 



Legislative Receptions



Diabetes Diagnosis 
2005

June 2005

2005 A1c <7.0, 

Fasting Glucose 105, 

High Cholesterol 279 , 

High Triglycerides 165, 

Low Thyroid 

October 2004

A1c <6.0

Fasting glucose 101

Cholesterol 159

Triglycerides 110

Thyroid Normal



Legislative Interest 
2007-2009

Tom Cross, Minority Leader
Raymond Poe
Will Davis
Jim Durkin
Cynthia Soto
Mike Tryon
Suzanna Mendoza
John Cavaletto
Lisa Hernandez
Patti Bellock



Diabetes in Illinois

Illinois Diabetes Facts 

9.5 percent of current population

CDC estimates 20 percent of population in 
2025

Highest Incidence in the country Humboldt 
Park



Illinois Diabetes 
Statistics

Diabetes Obesity



Top Ten States
Currently theese 10 states carry nearly 60% of diabetes-related costs.

1. California: Projected cost of $63.63 billion, 6.6 million people with diabetes;

2. Texas: Projected cost of $52.17 billion; 5.5 million people with diabetes;

3. Florida: Projected cost of $40.43 billion; 4.2 million people with diabetes;

4. New York: Projected cost of $28.38 billion; 2.9 million people with diabetes;

5. Ohio: Projected cost of $19.76 billion; 2.1 million people with diabetes;

6. Illinois: Projected cost of $19.67 billion; 2 million people with diabetes;

7. Georgia: Projected cost of $19.54 billion; 2 million people with diabetes;

8. Pennsylvania: Projected cost of $18.37 billion; 1.9 million people with 
diabetes;

9. North Carolina: Projected cost of $17.91 billion; 1.9 million people with 
diabetes; and

Cost of Treatment 2025



Formation of the 
Caucus 

Formation of steering committee
Adoption of organization resolution
Establishment of Bylaws committee
Adoption of temporary bylaws
Adoption of strategic goals
Formation of Illinois Legislative Diabetes 
Caucus Foundation
Formation of Illinois Legislative Diabetes 



Foundation Caucus 
Structure

Illinois Legislative Diabetes Caucus Foundation

Members are appointed by the legislative caucus
Governing Board of 12
Consists of Non Legislators 
Board Members must have demonstrated interests in 
diabetes 
Receives all funds, grants, donations and  assets
May hire staff and apply for grants
Annual strategic planning session with Legislative caucus



Legislative Diabetes 
Caucus Structure 
Illinois Legislative Diabetes Caucus

Four Political Caucus Chairs
House Repubs, House Dems, Senate Repubs, Senate Dems

ch caucus nominates 3 board members to the Foundatio
Consists of legislative members and affiliate members
Evaluates and promotes all legislative initiatives 
Strategic planning with foundation and staff
Promote District-centric progams



Caucus Goals
The education of colleagues on key issues from consumer, family, and caregiver 
perspectives.

stablishment of a forum to develop political strategies to advance diabetes issue

The development of local district-centric awareness activities;

valuation of legislative and public policy changes for the advancement of diabe
education, prevention and treatment.

Education regarding the differences between type I and type II diabetes and the 
dissemination of information regarding such differences.

reation of a forum for dialogue, learning and communication with varied stakeh





Caucus 
Accomplishments

40 Legislative Members 
80 Affiliate Members

Hosted Diabetes Lobby Day
Promoted and Hosted 3 District Diabetes Expo Day B

at Humbolt Park Puerto Rican Festival
Toured ADA Summer Camp for Kids

1st  Annual Stakeholders Event
Published Caucus Website



2011 Legislative 
Accomplishments

Passed
Student With Diabetes Care Act

Diabetes Care Act Amended
Diabetes Check Off on Income Tax

Introduced
Supplies Billed as Durable Goods

Medicaid Coverage for Diabetes Education
Medicaid Coverage for Diabetes Education 



2012 Caucus Agenda
• Promote and Increased Attendance in 

Stakeholder Summit

• Increase District-centric Diabetes 
Events

• Increase Members

• Develop Legislative Agenda

• Develop Caucus Funding Sources



Questions?


