Sample Letter to Constituents - Iowa 

[Date]

Dear Constituent:
Throughout the country, policymakers are increasingly concerned with the well-being of America’s working families. Families in Iowa and throughout the Midwest are known for their hard work. They need policies that help them overcome the economic, social, and policy barriers to achieving financial stability.

· In Iowa, 17 percent of families are low-income, working families with children. (Iowa ranks 25th—along with Indiana, New York, North Dakota, Illinois, Delaware, Ohio, Maine, Nevada and Vermont—in states with the highest percentage of low-income, working families).*

· In the City of Des Moines, 10 percent of children live in extreme poverty; and the city ranks 33rd, along with cities such as Oklahoma City and Austin, in cities with the highest percentage of children in extreme poverty.** 
As seen in other parts of the nation, female state legislators, such as Representative Patti Bellock (R-IL) and Senator Sue Errington (D-IN), continue to take leadership roles in championing Family Economic Success issues and are sponsoring and co-sponsoring bills that help families protect and grow their assets and income. 
By focusing on children who are growing up in poor households and in economically disconnected communities, we can build a stable foundation for families to achieve financial stability now and break the cycle of poverty for the next generation of Iowans. Over the next several months, I will be researching ways the State of Iowa can help working families and look forward to supporting future legislation on one or more Family Economic Success issue—asset building and financial literacy, earned income tax credit, home mortgages and foreclosures, pay disparity, predatory and payday lending, and workforce development. 
As always, I am open to learning more from my constituents. The best way to contact me is by sending an email to [] or correspondence to []. 
Sincerely, 
[NAME]
* Low-income working families with children (Percent) – 2007
Definitions: The share of families that met three criteria: (1) the family income was less than twice the federal poverty level; (2) at least one parent worked 50 or more weeks during the previous year; (3) there was at least one "own child" under age 18 in the family. Data Source: "Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Supplementary Survey, 2001 Supplementary Survey, 2002 through 2007 American Community Survey.

** Children in extreme poverty (Percent) – 2007
Definitions: The share of children under age 18 who live in families with incomes less than 50 percent of the federal poverty level, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. Data Source: Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Supplementary Survey, 2001 Supplementary Survey, 2002 through 2007 American Community Survey. 


