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Cell Phones are Key to Teens’
Social Lives

� Nearly half (47%) of US teens 
say their social life would end 
or be worsened without their 
cell phone

� 80% of teens carry a wireless 
device

� Second only to clothing, teens 
say a person’s cell phone tells 
the most about their social 
status or popularity 

(According to a national survey from CTIA and 
Harris Interactive 07/2008)







Texting Replacing Talking

� Teens admit spending nearly an equal amount 
of time talking as they do texting each month

� More than 1 billion texts are sent each day

� 42% of teens say they can text blindfolded



14,528 Texts in One Month 

� In December 2008, 13-
year-old Reina Hardesty, 
set the new record of 
most texts sent in one 
month

� Fortunately, she was 
signed up for unlimited 
texts, otherwise the bill 
would be around 
$2,905.60



Casual Text Talk 

� LOL – Laugh Out Loud
� ROFL – Rolling On Floor Laughing
� BTW – By The Way
� BRB – Be Right Back
� JK – Just Kidding



Parent Acronyms

� P911 – Parent Alert
� PAL – Parents Are Listening
� PAW – Parents Are Watching
� PIR – Parent In Room
� POS – Parent Over Shoulder



Numeric Codes

� 143 – it means I love you
� 182 – it means I hate you
� 459 – it also means I love you
� 1174 – it means nude club
� 420 – it refers to marijuana



Personal Information Requests

� LMIRL – Let’s Meet In Real Life
� ADR or addy – Address
� ASL – Age/Sex/Location
� MOOS – Member(s) Of The Opposite Sex
� MOSS or MOTSS – Member(s) Of the 

Same Sex



Continued…
� WYRN – What’s Your Real Name
� MorF – Male or Female
� SorG – Straight or Gay
� RU/18 – Are You Over 18?
� S2R – Send To Receive



Non-Text Based Communication

� Emocons, Emoticons, 
or Smileys

� Non-Text icons
� You have to turn them 

side ways to 
understand them :) 

� Sometimes chat 
programs turn them 
up right for you �



Examples

� :-{ Angry
� :-X Big Wet Kiss
� %) Confused
� :-@! Cursing
� >:-> Devilish
� :-B Drooling out of Both Side of Mouth
� >:) Evil



Continued…

� %-) Happy Drunk
� %*} Inebriated
� :0 Surprised
� :-x Lips are Sealed
� =8-0 Yikes!



For a larger list of acronyms and 
smileys go to:

www.netlingo.com





“Sexting”

� Considered to be the act 
of sending sexually 
explicit messages or 
photos electronically

� Most common forms of 
distribution:

� Text Messages 
� E-mail
� Facebook
� MySpace



Mass Distribution 

� A social danger of 
sexting is the ease of 
distributing material to 
a wide audience 
which the originator 
has no control 

“A note can be as small as a 
pin or as big as the world, it 
depends on your imagination.”

Thelonious Monk



Popular Distribution Sites



Cyber Wildfire 

� Images can spread like wildfire
� Private photo can become public within 

moments
� Someone can send an image to another 

who has Facebook or Myspace on their 
cell phone which then automatically 
uploads to the website



Sexting Statistics 

� Up to 40% of teens 
have sent suggestive 
text messages

� About 20% of teens 
say they’ve sent or 
posted naked or 
semi-naked photos or 
videos of themselves 
mostly to be fun or 
flirtatious 



Sexting Statistics

� About 80% of teens 13-
17 use cell phones

� Most cells have built-in 
cameras now, and 
although these photos 
are intended for a 
significant other, they are 
increasingly shared

� Especially after a break-
up



Incidents Across the Country 

� Wisconsin : A 17-year-old was charged with 
possessing child pornography after he posted 
naked pictures of his 16-year-old ex-girlfriend 
online

� Alabama : Authorities arrested four middle-
school students for exchanging nude photos of 
themselves

� New York : a 16-year-old boy faces up to seven 
years in prison for forwarding a nude photo of a 
15-year-old girlfriend to his friends



Tips to Prevent Sexting

� Think about the consequences of sending 
a sexual picture of someone underage

� Never take images of yourself that you 
wouldn’t want everyone to see

� You can’t control where the image may 
travel



Tips to Prevent Sexting
� You are as 

responsible for a sent 
image as the original 
sender

� Report any nude 
pictures you receive 
on your cell phone to 
a trusted adult



Cyberbullying 

� Intentional and repeated harm inflicted 
through the use of computers, cell phones, 
and other electronic devices



Forms of Cyberbullying

� Flaming: online fights using electronic messages 
with angry/vulgar language

� Harassment: repeatedly sending nasty, mean, 
and insulting messages

� Denigration: “dissing” someone online; sending 
or posting gossip or rumors about a person to 
damage his or her reputation or friendships

� Impersonation: pretending to be someone else 
and sending or posting material to get that 
person in trouble or danger or to damage that 
persons reputation or friends



Forms of Cyberbullying cont…

� Outing: sharing someone’s secrets or 
embarrassing information or images online

� Trickery: talking someone into revealing secrets 
or embarrassing information then sharing it 
online

� Exclusion: intentionally and cruelly excluding 
someone from an online group

� Cyberstalking: repeated, intense harassment 
and denigration that includes threats or creates 
significant fear



First Cyberbullying Case: 
Megan Meier

� Suffered from cyberbullying through the 
social networking website, Myspace

� A false account named “Josh Evans”
was created by Lori Drew, the mother 
of a former friend



Cyberbullying: Megan Meier

� Lori Drew intended to use 
Meier’s emails with “Josh” to 
get information about her and 
later humiliate her

� Retribution for Megan 
allegedly spreading gossip 
about Drew’s daughter

� “The world would be a better 
place without you,” last words 
Megan read

� Megan committed suicide at 
age 13



Cyberbullying: Megan Meier

� Drew was convicted on three misdemeanor counts of 
violating the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act 

� Drew was found guilty of violating MySpace’s terms-of-
service agreement



Cyberbullying

� More than 4 in 10 teens 
experience some form of 
cyberbullying according 
to the National Crime 
Prevention Council

� Only 1 in 10 of these 
teens told their parents 



How Teens are Cyberbullied

� Pretend they are other people 
online to trick others

� Spread lies and rumors about 
victims

� Trick people into revealing 
personal information

� Send or forward mean text 
messages

� Post pictures of victims without 
consent



Why Teens Cyberbully

� Think it is anonymous 
� Think it is funny
� Don’t think it’s a big deal
� Don’t think about the consequences
� Are encouraged by friends
� Think everybody cyberbullies
� Think they won’t get caught 



Victim’s Positive Reactions 

� Positive Reactions 
� Block communication 

� Delete messages without reading them
� Talk to a friend about the bullying

� Report the problem to an Internet service 
provider or website moderator



Victim’s Negative Reactions

� Negative Reactions 
� Feel angry, hurt, embarrassed, or scared

� Seek revenge on bully
� Avoid friends and activities

� Cyberbullying back 



Mississippi Laws Relating to 
Cyberbulling

� Obscene Electronic Communications, Miss. Code § 97-
29-45 

� It is unlawful for a person: 
� Make any request or suggestion which is obscene through 

electronic communication
� Make a call without disclosing his identity or to make repeated 

phone calls with the intent to annoy or harass 

� First offense is a misdemeanor punishable by up to 6 
months imprisonment and/or up to $500

� Punishment increases with each conviction



Mississippi Laws Relating to 
Cyberbulling

� Cyberstalking, Miss. Code § 97-45-15
� It is unlawful for a person to electronically 

communicate: 
� Threats to extort money or inflict harm to body or 

property
� For the purpose of threatening, terrifying or harassing
� To knowingly make any false statement with intent to 

threaten, terrify or harass
� Felony punishable by up to 2 years 

imprisonment and/or $5,000



How To Prevent Cyberbullying

� Refuse to pass along cyberbullying messages

� Tell friends to stop cyberbullying
� Block communication with cyberbullies

� Report cyberbullying to a trusted adult



Staying Cyber-Safe

� Never post or share personal information online
� Never share Internet passwords with anyone, except 

parents
� Never meet anyone face-to-face whom you only know 

online
� Talk to your parents about what you do online



For More Information

� www.ncpc.org provides information about 
stopping cyberbullying before it starts

� www.cyberbullying.us provides a comprehensive 
public service website about cyberbullying

� www.stopcyberbullying.org has a fun quiz to rate 
your online behavior

� www.wiredsafety.com provides information 
about what to do if you are cyberbullied

� www.stopbullyingnow.com has information 
about what you can do to stop bullying



ICAC Cyber Crime Unit

� 550 High Street
� Post Office Box 220
� Jackson, Mississippi 39205
� 601.576.4281

� Special Assistant Attorney General
� Jean Smith Vaughan
� jvaug@ago.state.ms.us


