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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Task Force-on-the Prevention-and-Eliminatien-of State Council on Cancer
3 Control - Cervical Cancer Committee of the Maryland Comprehensive
4 Cancer Control Plan

FOR the purpose of establishing a FaskFerce-on-the Prevention-and Elimination-of

Cervical Cancer Committee of the Maryland Comprehensive Cancer Control
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SENATE BILL 499

Mental Hygiene to staff the Committee; providing for the duties of the Fask
Feree Committee; requiring the FaskFeree-to-submit-an-annual report
Committee to present certain findings and recommendations to the Governor
and to the General Assembly on or before certain dates; providing for the
termination of this Act; and generally relating to the TFaskFeree-on-the
Prevention-and-Ehmination-of Cervical Cancer Committee of the Maryland

Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan.

Preamble

WHEREAS, Cervical cancer is the tenth most common cancer among females in
the United States; and

WHERFEAS, Cervical cancer disproportionately affects minorities since the rate of
new cases of cervical cancer is higher among females from racial and ethnic groups
than among white females; and

WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that
12,200 new cases of cervical cancer were diagnosed in 2003 and that of the women
diagnosed, 4,100 will die of the disease; and

WHEREAS, Routine screening for cervical cancer can prevent the disease,
although between 2 and 3 million of the approximately 50 million pap tests performed
in the United States annually produce inconclusive results, leading to no treatment or
inappropriate treatment; and

WHEREAS, Examining methods of preventing and providing for the earlier
detection of cervical cancer will help to ensure that the most current technologies and
best practices are used in Marvland to prevent cervical cancer as well as to provide
optimal care and lifesaving measures for women with the disease; now, therefore,

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That:

(a) There is a FaskForee-on-the Prevention-and Eliminatien-of Cervical

Cancer Committee of the Maryland Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan.
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25 ) The TaskFerceshall-eleetavicechairmanfromameng itsmembers:

26 ) (b) The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene shall provide staff for
27 the FaskFeree Committee.

28 & Fhe-Chairman-of the Task Foree-may:

29 619
30 FaskForecerand
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13:%) (©) The FaskFeree Committee shall:

1) be briefed by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene on the

8 prevalence and burden of cervical cancer in the State;
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2) in collaboration with the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
and the State Council on Cancer Control;:

a) promote public awareness on the causes and nature of cervical
cancer, personal risk factors, the value of prevention, early detection, options for

testing, treatment costs, new technology, medical care reimbursement, and physician
education; and

(i) examine new and emerging medicines, including vaccines, that
are being developed in an effort to cure cervical cancer;

3) identify and examine the limitations of existing programs, services,

laws, and regulations with respect to:

(1) cervical cancer awareness; and

(i1) the availability of health insurance coverage and public services

for the diagnosis and treatment of cervical cancer;

4 develop a statewide comprehensive Cervical Cancer Prevention Plan
and strategies for plan implementation and public promotion of the plan;

(5) facilitate coordination and communication among State and local
agencies and organizations regarding achieving the goals of the Cervical Cancer
Prevention Plan developed by the FaskFeree Committee;

(6) receive public testimony from individuals, local health departments,
community-based organizations, and other public and private organizations to gather
input on these individuals' and organizations':

(1) contributions to cervical cancer prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment; and

(i1) ideas for improving cervical cancer prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment in the State.

3] @ The FaskFeree Committee shall present as in the annual report er
of the State Council on Cancer Control its findings and recommendations to the
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1 Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the
2 General Assembly, on or before October 1 of each year beginning October 1, 2004.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That to the extent practicable,
appointments to the FaskFeree Cervical Cancer Committee of the Maryland
Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan shall be made to ensure regional, economic,
ethnic, and gender diversity on the FaskFEeree Committee.
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SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2004. It shall remain effective for a period of 5 years and, at the end of June
30, 2009, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act shall be
10 abrogated and of no further force and effect.
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